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Read the poem carefully aloud.  

 
 

1. What is the first stanza about? _______________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

2. What is the last stanza about? _______________________________________ 

 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

3. What are the other stanzas about?  ___________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

4. Have you seen bumblebees, golden-rod, gentians, grapes, 

chestnuts, woodbine, and apple trees?  

 
________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________ 

 

 
5. Define these words: 

 

belated - _____________________________________________________ 

 
thriftless - ____________________________________________________ 

 

vagrant - ____________________________________________________ 

 
 

6. Why are the words in #5 applied to the bumblebee? ______________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 
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7. Explain the first two lines of the third stanza. ___________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
8. Why are chestnut burrs described as satin? _____________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

9. Explain: 

 

white-winged seeds _____________________________________________ 
 

aftermaths____________________________________________________ 

 

lovely wayside things ___________________________________________ 

 
golden freighting _______________________________________________ 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Biography: Helen Hunt Jackson (1831-1885) was an 

American poet and novelist. She was born in 

Amherst, Massachusetts, where her father was a 
professor in Amherst College, but she spent much of 

her life in California.  

 

She married a banker in Colorado Springs, Colorado, 
where she lived for a few years.  

 

Her poems are very beautiful, and "September" and 
"October's Bright Blue Weather" are especially good 

pictures of these autumn months.  

 


