English From The Roots Up
Volume 1

Games to play with flashcards

Bean Bag Toss: Lay out flashcards face down on the floor. Toss the bean bag, turn over
the card and either tell its meaning or the word that goes to the definition.

You can also just do roots or just the meaning.

Another option would be to give a derivative of the root. So if the student turns over
‘photo’, he would then say, ‘photo, means light. Photograph is a derivative.’

Option 2: Place derivatives* face down. Toss the bean bag, turn over the card and
tell the meaning of the derivative. So if the student turned over ‘photograph’ he
would say, ‘Photograph, photo means light, graph means write or draw. Photograph
means picture drawn by light.’

Basketball: Players takes a shot at the trashcan/box/etc. First show a flashcard to the
student. If he answers correctly then he can have a shot at the basket. If the student
gets the ball in the basket then he wins 2 points. If the student hits the basket without
going inside then he wins 1 point. The person who gets the most points is the winner.
This can also be played in teams.

Concentration: Place flashcards face down on the floor. Take turns in turning over 2
cards (saying the cards aloud). If the cards match (root and definition) then the player
keeps the cards. If the cards are different the cards are turned back over again in their
original places. The player with the most pairs at the end of the game is the winner.

Cross the River: Place flashcards on floor in winding manner. Each represents a
stepping stone in the river, as students must say root or definition in order to step on it
and cross the river!

Spin the Bottle: Sit players in a circle with a bottle in the middle. Teacher or Parent
spins the bottle. When it stops spinning the player it is pointing to is shown a flashcard
and asked to say either the root or definition. If the answer is correct then that player
can spin the bottle. This is a good vocab review activity.

You can also have the player give a derivative of the root.

Another option would be to play with derivative* cards and have the player give its
meaning. Ex. telephoto is shown, student says, ‘Tele means far away, distant. Photo
means light. Telephoto means light from far away.’

*You will have to make derivative cards out of index cards.
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